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2009 Several hours before, I took a shower and was getting into my nice white uniform when the
blood disappeared. It was OK, I just made two quick swipes with the hand-dip from the bathroom
wall and it was gone. (Don't ask how many teeth that would have caught, I should know.) I was still
naked and in mid-slob when I came downstairs to get something at the register. "Good morning,
teacher," said a voice and we both turned around. It was the store owner and she was standing with
her hands on her hips. "I have no idea what you're talking about," she said, "It's not nice to make fun
of me like that." I looked at the woman and then at the empty shelves behind the cash register. Then
I looked at the small teapot sitting on the shelf and made a mental note to add it to my shopping list.
"What were you talking about, teacher," she asked. "I can't understand anything you say in that
funny accent. You make jokes about me all the time." "What do you think this is?" I asked. "The Ark?
I just happen to be awake." She stared at me. "I didn't know I was supposed to ask for your
permission to stay," I said. "And I certainly didn't know I was supposed to thank you for being an
angel and helping me find my way." "I did no such thing," she said. "I'm simply teaching you
English." "But that's exactly what I'm doing," I said. "You know the old saying, 'What's good for the
goose is good for the gander?'" "I beg your pardon?" said the woman, almost in tears. "You're 'what's
good for the goose,' is what I mean," I said. "Are you saying I'm a goose?" she cried. "You are a
goose," I said. "Yes." "But that's outrageous!" "Isn't 04aeff104c
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