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Alexa Ray.Wedding bands are commonly used to hold a wedding band at

the base of a diamond finger in order to secure it, and optionally to
enclose it or at least protect it, from slippage or loss. Wedding bands used

to secure diamond rings can be made as one-piece single-sided bands
which include an inner side, and an outer side, bonded together. Such

bands generally are made of two sheets of metal which are bonded
together in a hemispherical configuration, producing a hemispherical
envelope which, when the two sheets are pushed together, forms a

hemispherical cavity which receives the jewel in the center. After the band
is closed, a locking device secures the hemispherical cavity to the jewel.

One example of such a band is found in U.S. Pat. No. 6,438,910 to
Couture, which describes a band in which the hemispherical cavity is

closed on itself and secured with a T-shaped locking member. The band
can be made in one piece, as in Couture, or can be made in two pieces, as
in U.S. Pat. No. 5,146,812 to Peters, which describes a two-piece band in
which the cavity is closed on itself by a hemispherical shape and then a

slotted area to receive a locking member. The slotted portion is bonded to
the hemispherical portion of the band by arc welding. Bands of this type

are not generally satisfactory for their intended use, and several
improvements have been made. In U.S. Pat. No. 6,887,974 to Wu, the two-

piece band is combined into
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